Addendum #1 to RFP # MJ-2692-1044666
From Potential Subcontractors emails thru 9/28/20:

Q1: 
Is the data challenge to process data presented in a known format such as JPG, or is it to develop a data format and processing algorithms suitable for visual and spectrographic images?

A1: The data challenge will be based on synthetic images that will be provided as data cubes in FITS format.

Q2: The wording of the RFP is not inviting to people working at universities. It very much looks like a “vendor call”.
A2: The RFP is an invitation to all Universities and Industry Suppliers to submit a written proposal in response to the RFP. All Universities are included in the solicitation. On page 4 of the RFP paragraph 4.0, it states: “JPL anticipates issuing multiple Cost-Reimbursement with Commercial Organizations Subcontract or Cost-Reimbursement with an Educational Institution (CREI) Subcontract valued approximately at $50,000 for up to nine (9) months.”

The RFP also contains CREI and Cost Specimen Subcontracts to include both Universities and Industry Suppliers. Universities should complete the Acknowledgment A-5 and Industry Suppliers should complete the Acknowledgment A-1.
Q3: Please provide a clear list of what documents are required to be submitted with this proposal.
A3:
On page 5 of the RFP paragraph 5.0 it states: “Proposers may submit one or multiple proposals addressing the requested task (A described below). Each proposal may answer all or part of the task. Proposals must describe how the task will be addressed (method), how the data products will be produced and validated, the schedule for their production, and demonstrate the proposing team has the knowledge, background, and experience to produce them. The body of the proposal is limited to 3 pages. In addition to these 3 pages, the proposal should include a one-page CV for each investigator, a full journal-style reference list (including paper title), and a one-page budget summary in accordance with Volume II – Cost Instructions herein. Page limits will be strictly enforced. A page is each face of a piece of paper containing substantive, evaluable information; page size: 8 ½” x 11”; any drawings/photos are included; single spacing minimum; font size not less than 12 points; all margins 1” or greater. Additional administrative detail such as your institution cover letter or explained budget detail should be provided in a second pdf file with no page limits.”
In addition, the following Attachments to the Solicitation should be completed and included in the RFP proposal response:
Universities should complete the Acknowledgment A-5 
Industry Suppliers should complete the Acknowledgment A-1.


Cost Elements Breakdown – Short Form RFP Attachment A-19

Q4: What is the intent of this “data challenge”?

A4: The intent of the data challenge is to develop image-processing algorithms to detect planets and extract their spectra from synthetic images, to validate the flow down of requirements from science to key instrument performance parameters, and to quantify the required accuracy of noisy background calibration
Q5: Past data challenges had a goal of getting a large community of people involved in this type of data analysis. Is this a call for a pre-decided audience?
A5: The RFP is an invitation to all Universities and Industry Suppliers to submit a written proposal in response to the RFP. There is no pre-decided audience. 
Q6: How can I learn more about ongoing NASA-funded starshade activities and working groups?
A6: To receive future announcement of the Starshade SIP activities, please subscribe to the SIP mailing list by sending an email message to sympa@list.jpl.nasa.gov with the subject “subscribe starshadesip” and include your name in the body. Please note, you will need to reply to email from JPL to confirm your membership. In addition, presentations of past SIP telecons and face-to-face meetings have been posted on the following web page: https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/exep/technology/starshade/sip/
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