COVER LETTER

April 2, 2012

Subject:
JPL Competitive Request for Proposal (RFP) No. NKB-2691-042012 for analysis of Mars Landing Sites. 

The Mars Exploration Program Office at The Jet Propulsion Laboratory invites your organization to submit proposals for analysis of new candidate landing sites for potential future missions. Potential future missions include, but are not limited to surface missions that lead to eventual Mars Sample Return as recommended by the NRC Planetary Science Decadal Survey.

The intent of CDP VII is to develop a number of scientifically high-priority landing sites on Mars that will be added to a list for future landed missions. Experience with previous landing site selection processes shows that sites that survive down selection must be scientifically compelling locations where exposures of rocks and sediments can address fundamental questions of Mars science. In particular, the intent is to gather information and focused analysis on future candidate landing sites that can be added to a list of high priority candidate landing sites for a number of possible future missions. 

Investigations can be related to the geologic setting, mineralogy, astrobiological potential, surface characteristics, or other mission goals of the prospective future mission. Potential future missions emphasize surface missions that lead to eventual Mars Sample Return, but are not limited to them. Emphasis should be placed on developing the science rationale and science objectives of a landed mission at the proposed landing site. New images from current orbiting spacecraft can be requested to support the investigation. A template for defining the landing site for the prospective mission, explaining its scientific merit, identifying images that should be acquired, and describing the investigation is at https://acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/rfp/NKB-2691-042012/. Proposals will be evaluated on a number of factors including (1) how the investigation can better define the science that can be accomplished at the landing site, (2) the definition and explanation of the landing site, (3) the background of the site and existing data that is available and that to be acquired, and (4) the qualifications of the investigator and team.
Proposed landing sites require submission of a written proposal in conformance with the instructions contained in this letter and its enclosures, which comprise the RFP for JPL’s acquisition of the subject effort. 

The Mars Exploration Program intends to collect targeted data for the selected proposals from instruments on the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter and Mars Odyssey (if that data does not already exist). Data will be available to selected proposers as soon as images/data products are posted by the instrument teams. It is anticipated that a dedicated landing site workshop will be held in early 2013 to enable discussion of candidate sites. 

Please note that your proposal is due at JPL no later than Monday, May 21, 2012, 3:00 PM Pacific Time. 

Should you have any questions, please address them to the undersigned by phone or e-mail. 

Very truly yours, 

Neil K. Bhuva

Subcontracts Manager 

